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Mathematicians and the tradesmen
1stexercise: 

Mr Zuse buys a big plot with forest on it. He wants to build a villa on it and so the forest has to be cleared. Because of that Mr Zuse employs forestry workers. The forest can be cleared in 24 days from 15 workers. After two days three workers are added, after five days more six workers are absent.

How long takes it to clear the forest that Mr Zuse can start building up his villa?

2nd exercise:

Monsieur de Laplace wants to modify his house. He doesn’t like the architect’s plan very much and because of that he himself takes care of the matter. He wants the house’s gable at the other side. He maintains that this can be done by turning two matches. 

How does Monsieur de Laplace do this?

3rd exercise:

Mr Weierstraß ordered appliances by an electrical company. He needed those in very short time. To produce the appliances nine young workers were used who had finished their apprenticeship not long ago. Also one old experienced worker was used as supervisor. On one day each young worker put 15 appliances together and the supervisor nine ones more than the average of the 10 company workers.

How many appliances were put together from the company on one day of work?
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4th exercise:

A tradesman got following sketch for installing a transmission. He wants to begin with his work, but he doesn’t know in which direction the other wheels turn. Because of that he goes to one of his friends, a mathematician. 

How has his friend have to draw the arrows in correctly?
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5th exercise:

Mr Babbage has sit his Abitur not long ago. Despite the 1 in mathematic he wants to start an ordinary education as carpenter. Because of his good report he gets a job very fast. But when he was asked for his shoe size to order safety shoes he answered as a passionate mathematician:

You multiply my integer shoe size with 50, you subtract my age and multiply the result with 27. You divide this number by 3 and you subtract the threehundredsixtyfold of my shoe size from the result. You add the tenfold of the sum you’ll get from my age and my shoe size to this. The number 4321 is the end result!

Which shoe size has Mr Babbage got?

saying of the month:

Algebraic symbols are used when you do not know what you are talking about.
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