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Mathematicians in private
1stexercise: 

Mr Leibniz doesn’t want to be disturbed at his work at home. His wife doesn’t like this of course and so the good man puts a riddle in front of his door that his poor wife has to solve if she wants to talk to him. Also this time. Some minutes ago a friend  phoned and invited the two of them to her wedding – the husband has to know  this at once, of course. But the riddle isn’t easy…

There are 7 coins  on a sheet of paper. Mr Leibniz writes: You have to divide the paper with three straight lines so that every coin is in an extra pocket.

                              
2nd exercise:

Mr Pythagoras invites two of his colleagues to dinner. On the set table there are  plates with three different kinds of rolls. There is the same number of rolls with fish,  with cold meat and  with cheese. The rolls are distributed among Mr Pythagoras and his two colleagues Mr Napier and Mr Archimedes in such a way, that everybody has the same number of rolls. Mr Pythagoras has got twice as many cheese rolls than his colleague Napier, but only 1/3  of the rolls with cold meat his colleague Archimedes has. Everybody eats less than 6 rolls.

How many rolls with fish does Mr Pythagoras eat?  
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3rd exercise:

Mr Ries has often been asked by his guests why he has got a garden gate which only moves with great difficulty. He explained smiling that every visitor pumps 20 litres of water into his cistern when they open the gate. When Mr Ries used a 25 litres -container instead of the one with 20 litres 12 guests less were necessary to fill the cistern. 

How big was the storage capacity of the cistern?

4th exercise:

Mr Euclid wanted to divide his property between his three children. He wrote the following: My son Aaron gets 6000 thalers from my property and besides this the third part of the rest. Micha gets 9500 thalers and a fourth of my property. My daughter Batseba gets the sixth part of my property.

How much money did Mr Euclid give to  his children altogether?

5th exercise:

Mr Descartes has to buy half a chicken for the Sunday meal. However, he stops short at the front door, because he remembers the unsolved riddle on his desk. And so his daughter has to go to the butchers in the end and Mr Descartes devotes himself to chickens on paper:

1 ½ chickens lay 1 ½ eggs in 1 ½ days. 

How many eggs do 7 chicken lay in 6 days?

Saying of the month:

Old mathematicians never die; they just lose some of their functions.
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