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1stexercise: 

Instead of the symbols you have to write numbers, the same symbol is the same number. If the numbers are right, you can do all written mathematical operations in a correct way.
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As always at the end:                             The last question for estimating and counting:

At the Mathematical Playground 2003/04 : ___________ pupils have participated.

These have handed in __________ solutions. Make the product of these numbers:__________
Who gets closest to the numbers  and hands in more than four solutions can win a consolation price.

And for all those who didn't win a price, we have got a little story, which will encourage you to do the Mathematical Playground in autumn again.

David was a loser in Mathematic. His parents tried everything: teachers, tutors, a boarding school, quiz cards, but nothing helped. Somebody said to them they should try it at a catholic school.

"The nuns are strict.", they said. Thus David’s parents sent him to St Mary’s school. After the first day at that school David came home and went to his room, without a kiss for his mother. He began to learn, learn, learn. His whole room was full of books and papers. Always after dinner he went upstairs and didn't say anything about watching TV or playing football. He always read in books. His parents were really surprised. This behaviour kept on for a few weeks.

Then David got his report. He put the envelope on the table quietly and went to his room, scared. His mother opened the envelope. David had got a one in mathematics! She ran upstairs to his room, hugged him and asked: "David, dear, how could that happen? Is it because of the nuns?" "No", David answered. "On the first day at school when I saw the boy who was executed on the plus symbol, I knew: The nuns don't take jokes."
 Eva Kuhn                    Michael Kuron                     Hanna Weiss
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